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THE PREFACE 


| Ine years,or there about, are pas't, 

Aly Since Dr Edward Stullingfleet ſer Printed 
Dog forth 4 voluminous book, enzity- £299 1665 
i == led, A rational Account of the 
grounds of Proteſtant Religion, and ex- 

poſed 12 , to the view and examination of 
lothers. Many both learned and judicious , 
have in their ſeveral latter works , diſcovered 
here and there, no Small , but great Errouts in 
lit, Among the reſt, one Worthy man not 
cared with the fearful bulk of the boot, fixed 
don the wholc, engaged ro examin ut , and 
%o return the Dr & full, juit, and compleas 
n/wer, batit pleaſed God 10 call him out of 
his world before he ſaw an end of hu labours, 

Vhile he yer lived buſy at work, 1 ventured 

Þ-pon the chiefeſt Potnts of Controverſy han- 

led by che Dr , not willing to meddle with the 

hole book,, becauſe another hed it m hand. 

J thought then, and doſo till, that D! Suding- 

cet came much z00 shorr of 4 right Reckoning The one 
by Account , and therefore plainly laid down _ a 
u Miitakes and errours im two Treatiſes, Tre other, 
roteſtancy Without Principles. Rea- 357 

on and Religion &c. Ever mee , year 

#fter year, 1 expected the good hour, whenMr 

4 2 Dr 


f 
4 


Dr Would pleaſe to juſt Accounts wvith me, for | 
he had been long in acht, and give ( like 4 
good Correſpondent ) ſatisfattion to the many | | 
exceptions 1 made againſt hy Account, At : 
laſt , two other books.containing kis after Rec- | 
konings appear , not like the grand wolume © p 
Bulkie, and ſo far praiſe wyortby, who eve! f 
aits more 10 their cemmenaation loſes credit b pe 
wpith me. YY hen theſe books came to my} | 
hands, one long after the other ( the diſtance of | , 
place VWyould have it fo) I read all, and exami-\ 
ned every particular diligently Fill hopeing, as | 4 
I vent along to find the Dr more rational, and 
better at bis Reckonings now then he had been i. F 
his former VV ritngs, but after an exact peru-| | 
ſal, I ſaw clearly my hopes fruſtrated , and Dr |, 
Still: juſt like himſalfe, not onl unmethodical,| 
but beſides a meer Shuffler in the main _— D 
he vas obliged to give Account of , as Will iy þ, 
made out hereafter. The firſt of his volumes iy 
called, An anſwer to ſeveral Treatiſesy , 
occaſioned by a book &c. The other bear 
the name of a Diſcourſe, in vindication of 
the Proteſtant grounds of Faith, again 
the pretence of Infallibility in the Rom 
Church, in Anſwer to che Guide 
Controverſics by. R, H. Proteſtanc 
without Principles and Reaſon and Reli 
gion, or the certain Rule of Faith by, E 
W. witha particular Enquiry into 
Miracles of the Roman Church, 


theſe Treatiſes, Where Mr Dr should have made 
f 4 aright Reckoning with bis Creditors , ( thoſe 1 
' 47 mean who truſted bim with the beſt wares they 
if) 7 had) be in recompence fall"s into bitter futs of 
i * paſſion, and railing at them , One 1s blind, an- 
other hus neither fear nor wit, a third 6 & 
mes popich Leviathan we, And thus hurried on 
= ( you 5hall have the hiſl of bu obloquies more ru, 
| complear preſently) he thinks not one only, but general 

MJ: all be deals with halfe martyred by him, and Preface 
of | that none bas more felt the weight of his heavy 
MI hand, than E. W. To give the man by 
- | due, if curſt language can kill one , he has 
an behaved himſelfe ſlowly, and knock's E, W. 
nin. He df PO- 7 +} 

down (more like a Wood-river with a beetle, 
TH than 4 Scholar by flr ong Arguments) 4 hun- 
#"] dredtimes over, yer thanks be to God, E W. 
al\! 6 alive, well able to keep Accounts with the 
un Dr, whoſe furious Doings and feeble pen Labour, 
' ©? be fear's not,, For proof hereof, Iremit you, 
" l Gentle Reader , to the following Treatiſe. 
© Peruſe and cenſure freely ; 1 appeal to your 
Iudzement. 

In the mean While , it will not methinks 
be amiſs , for the better clearing of Accounts 
berween the D! and me, to preacquaint you 
with ſome few, yer real exceptions, Ijuſtly 
make againſt aw very ill Reſpondent. A man one 
is, thats you ſe by the Dr's Title, he pretend's 
10 anſwer my two laſt Books already named , 
Fhereas the Contrary 15 evident, and proved in 

4 3 this 


Reaſ and 
Kelig: 
c. 20, and 
Piſc, 3+ c. 
is, 


fits, there 1s "0 much as one Article re © 


this Treatiſe, He anſwers nothing , nor © 
ſo much 45 offer's ro meddle with ſuch matter; * 
45 ave deſervedly eſteemed by all Polemical 

Wreters the moſi jb , or of greateſf con. © 
cern, For example. I rold the Dr as Platn- * 
ly 45 any man can ſpeak , that' never Book | 
mericed leſs the Title , than his Rational , 
Account of the grounds of Proteſtant © 
Religion, and upon this very atcount 1 excep- | 
red, both againft the Book and Author, and © 


ſatd , that the D' never yer went about 19 


gell us , What is meant by his Proteſtancy, | 
much leſs ro ſertle one Tenet of tt upon any | 
Principle , expreſs Scripture, univerſal ? 
Tradition , or the Authority of any ' 
Church held Orthodox by the | Chri- 

ſtian world. Nor a word of anſwer hath ' 
the Dr returned to this moſt juſt and urgent | 
exceprion, Beſides 1 told him , that bis Prote- 
ftanty which he ſuppoſes well grounded, want's | 
the very Eſſence ot Religion , and conſe. 
quently ſubſjft's upon no grounds ; and that in | 
Proteſtancy , 5 it 1s diftmguished from Cathe- 
lick Religion, and all known condemmed Here- ; 


| 


wealed by Almig\ i9\Ged, raught by any Or- f 
thodox Church or Indeed by the Profeſſors of | 
this Novelty , neceſſary 19 Salvation, Thu | 
I thought, and think ſtill, & charge very Ma- 
gerial, yet Mr D waves it , not becauſe he 


deem's 14 little (for nothing tan be more de- 
flrutive 


Y 


. 
- 


d 
| 


nor : 


a 
A 
me 
TT. 


firuflive to Proteſtancy) but becauſe hs knowes 
not what to anſwer, Yet more, Proteſtants 
grant , and ſo far the D' fides yith them, 
that the Roman Catholick, Church once pare 
in Faith, fincerely conveyed to poſterity the 
great Myſteries concerning Chriſtian Religion, 
of the ſacred Trinity , the Incarnation , 
the ReſurreQion of the dead &c, but ſay 
withall, that after ſo much good ſervice done, 
She perwer ſly brought jn , and publickly rp 0 
(contrary to truth ) many both nt and dan- 
gerons dofirins, Tranſubſtantiation , Invo- 
cation of Saints, and Purgatory , with 4 
mighty deluge of other groſs errours. T have 
amply proved this chitge of errours , and chan- 
ge of Religion, emtring 4 Whole Church , to be 

utterly tmpoſcible; jou; 
Principle. Viz." The 
im Chriftianity , without publick Defence 
m thofe who firſt brbached them, and publick 
Refiftance in others, chat ( had they been 
erroars)publickly oppoſed them; but never 
Smce Chriſt's time, was there any ſuch publick. 
defence, or pablick oppoſition as is largely proved 
in the place now cited. Here I add one Conſ#- 
deration more, Seflaries Who lay this foul 
aſperſiqn on the Church muſt Tudge the whole 
of Chriftiens, Princes , Prelates and 
People, all aver Germany, lraly, Spain , 
France, end England &c Hark madd at once, 
that 


Proteſt : 


rel npon an undubitable ,ithour 
r4 


Suppoſed Novelties Princ:Dilc, 
being plain matters of Fatt , could never ger 3+ ©: 


C 
5. 


/ 


that is, to have unanimouſly conſpired in a 
beliefe of Tranſubſtantiation , (4or cxam- 
pk) never held before , and this ts 4s great & 
Paradox, as if you Should ſuppoſe, that .Ca- 
tholicks now, might anperfally agree in. out 
beliefe , and ſtedfaſily maintain, that the Wa- 


ter in Baptiſm is really Chriſt's ſacred blood 8 


as Vvorthy Adoration, 4s & Conſecrated Ghali- | 
ce 4; yet (and here is the Wonaty )) noman , 
forſooth, muſt be thought to.take the leafi No- 
tice of ſo univerſal a dotage, nor of the ,pro- 
digious change made in Chriitian Religion by 
3. Tell me, Courteows Reader, Were ſutb 4 
Novelty brought this preſent year into the | 
Church, would no Iewes, Turks, Heather and © 
all Herencks ( if none els aid ut ) raiſe loud 
Clamours againſt the great body of Cont 
obſerve all that's done, and-ieer at 145 in the. pu- 
blick Streets2 On the other fide , if Seflaries 
ſay.theſe ſuppoſed Innovations were firfl begun 
by Some few, two or three tm Corners ,\ got 
growth in tine, and at. laſt became baljeved 
Articles of Faith all over the Chriftian world; 
I anſwer , this u more. impoſſible, yea, the 

reatef! Ghimgra Imaginable. Viz. . That 
ſuch groſs Novelites ghould [feel into a Church, 
and be publickly raught by a few , Wrichoue 
oppoſition or notice taken by other ſound Chri- 
tans, far more numerous end learned ( for 
now weſuppoſe,all ran not med at once ).; Here 
alſo the Inſtance already given, b4s the like force, 
Should a feiv men in 4 town or City publickly 


teach 


| ; reach that the water in Baptiſm is Chrii?'s real 
; 7 blood, would not the whole Body of ſound Chri- 
| 2? fans, both roajery and decry the errour 4s hoy« 
. 7 rid and blaſphemous? Nothing can be move 
| evident, © Beſides , all know , how exafl the 
 # Churchof Chriſt has been in condemning Here- 
| © 1545 they roſe up,the time when they began , 
' and the Perſons that introduced them, remain 
| ; full upon record , but here are Novezties ſpoken 
 } of and unwarthily charged upon a Whole Church, 

f - &, 
, F yet huſh! AU paſſed in filence, no man men- 
\ * trons them, no Author friend or Enemy left 
; # themupon Record. The D' may remember, how 
he impugn's that "matter of fat# concerning _ 
' 2 the 1 + a T ee Ze houſe * wn _ 

| Loreto from NaFareth, where he tells us , be- 

* cauſe three Authors, Dantes, Petrach, and 

# Boccace men mo#t inqufurve , omuted to 

: mention it, the Wholy Story was to be thoughs 

* anincredible fiction, But here & matter of 

| Fact, and of far greater concern, the palpae 

: ble change of Chriſtian Dodrin from 

' Vhat it W4 anciently , ts ſuppoſed to enter the 
World, not mentioned by any one Author friend 


SHORES... 


cr enemy, Therefore according to the D', ts #80 
be judged a forged tale, 4 meer whimſy , impro- 

$ bable, and incredible. Much more then rh c0- 
mes to, I urged againft the I, and bere 
remind him of hu grand Omiſſion , for to 
thi wery day , though he pretend's _ to 
anſwer my. hook's , yet be never medled 
| with rhis one point, moſt weighty,and of greateſt 
lengere 


Protes : 

without 

Princ: Diſc, 
+ $.c,2,0.9. 


Importance. I call it weighty , for upon | 
rheſe unanſwerable proofs, Proteſiancy is ruin'd, | 
and the Church no leſſe demonſtratively clea- | 


red from that unjuſt calumny of wy Her 


Dotirin , which She recerved from Chrift and 


his Apoſtles. | 

But the greatef# Omiſſion of all, where the 
Dr's aull proceeding with me appear's moſt , 
remain's yer untouched, Thoſe who have 
read my laſt Treatiſes know , that the chiefeſt 
thing 1 oh 


fled upon, and aimed at, was to prove | 


4 Truth which muſt land, or Chriftian Reli. \ 
gion fall's to nothing, Ir is, the Roman | 


Catholick Churches Infalljbiliry in 


4 
every Doarin She obliges Chriſtians * 


to believe, I fold the Dy. if all Paſtors all | 
Bishoys, and the Church with them , be ſo falli- * 


ble in delryering Chriſtian Dottrin, that when 
it is nlnimately Ppiged to the Hearers , the 
Dottrin may be falſe 


mor Chri#t our Lord, nor Chrift by Apoſtles, 
nor the 5 ov others, ro teach any Doflrin 
but that whi 


mfallible, if therefore the Church teaches not 
that Dbdrin 44it i true and Infallible ; but 
may change it into meer fallible and perhaps 
falſe Dodtrin, She eaſes, eo iplo , F be 4 
Church, and all the Dotlors that teach ſo, are 


md | 


: God never ſem them to © 
reachit, 1] proved the Aſſertiow. "God ſent | 


». 


ch relies upon the firſt Verity 1n- | 
fallibly revealing truth, but fuch a Doflrin can | 
neither be fallible nor falſe, but moſt true and | 


4” 


| 


. A Wk... PIE a 


 rnAIWG t___FY ay = 0X7 FF MY” Io IR 


KL . 
-v E-42 


w  as+ > w=nQa - A 


= A 


oO OW 


= = 


| no Catholuck Dofloys. Moreover T ſaid , If Reaſ: and 
} - God hath not purpoſely made Religion 4 matter 
| e 


of eternal debate; if he has not caſt Chriſtians : 
npom” endleſs wncertamties What to believe ; 
if bath the Truth and infallibility of his 
revealed Doftrin , ſend firmly upon the firſt 
Verny ( not ſeparable there) and be revealed 
for this end, that all aſſent to it, as it is rrue 
and Infallible ; 1f finally the very funds- 
mentals of Faith nezeſſary for Salvation , 4s 
repiſired in Holy Writ, be flill table to dife 
putes- among# the learned of different Religion; 
If theſe things be , as they all are), clear Evi- 
dences ; Nothing can be more manifeſt , than 
that the All-ſeing Providence hath impowred 
ſome Oracle,to compoſe ſuch ſirifes raiſed among 
Chriſttans, and to teach Chriſt's Dottrin as it 
deſerves to be taught, truly and infallibly. 
Theſe Arguments with many others not to be 
repeated , I have clearly propoſed, and often 
Called on Mr DY to reply, but im the very mick, 
and occaſion When he found himſcIfe obliged 
to anſwer , he Warily ſlip's aſide to another By- 
queſtion about the reſolution of Faith, and there, 
forfooth, becauſe the matter of its own nature 
is hard, and I peculative, not eaſily underflood 
by every vulgar Reader , he thought he might 
well lig hid, free from the Cenſure of ſuch men 
whom he court's, though he ſpeakg , as be often 
doth plainly from the be, 1 VVhereas, had 
he proceeded dywnright , and direfily fallen 


upon 


Reaf: and 
Relig:Diſc, 
AC. 5.1.5. 


upon my reaſons alledged in behalfe of the 
Churches Intallibility,every judicious Reader 
(though lute verſed im ſpeculative Learning ) 
Would have ſoon ſeen , Whether of ws (lin ar- 


guing or he in b1s anſwers ) deſerved reproof, + 


and Food grounded upon better Principles. 
Norwith/landing this pretty Subterfuge , the 
Dr hatb got little by waving the main ©ue- 
Fon , for I have followed him cloſely m the 
Speculative matter he lead's me to, and made 
it manifeſt , that he neither butt's upon the 
r1ght reſolution of Faith, nor indeed underſiand's 
Where the real difficulty lies. One thing yet 
remain's , and I much wondet..the- Dr never 
mealed with it. I ſaid, who ever impeaches 
the Roman Catholick church of errour in 
pornts of Fauh, is ſure to be Wworfled in every 
rational Conteſt held upon that ſubieft, and 
oupht to own the ſuppoſed crrour ſo remeat- 
leſs an Evil that it muſt remain 4s it is, without 
all hope of bettering it. The Aſſertion fland's 
firm upon this ground. No man can rationally 
charge errour upon & whole Church (never cen« 
ſured by any in former Ages, but known and con- 
demned Heretuks) without Principles more con- 
wvincing , Wveighty , and ponderous than the 
Churches Sole Authority is, But there are 
no Principles in Being powerful enough to up- 
bold any ſuch diſcourſe ; and not to make long 
York about a manifeſt Truth, pray tell me, 
hither can the D' goe for Principles, wyhere- 
by the Church is proved ſo much as liable 
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tocrrour ? Wall he take recourſe to the una- 
mmous conſent of Fathers * The attempt is 
deſperate, while they generally teach quite con« 


trary Dotlrin, as is amply proved in my two co... 
laft Treatiſes. Nay more , can the Dr produce and Relig: 
one ancient Father,who ſaies plainly the Roman Pilc:2,, c. 


Catholick Church can err 2 Iwill return him 
hearty thanks if he point out one , but ſuppoſe 
(which is falſe) one or two glance at any ſuch 
thing have their doubtful words, thinke ye,force 
enough to Counterpoiſe the Authority of So 
renowned an Oracle. as this Church is? Say 1 
beſeech you, what if one or two Engluh Dr's 
Should boldly tell us , that the nine and thirty 
CAriicles are matters of Divine Faith , and 
that all vyho teach the Doflrin, are by Dive 
Aſſiſtance made Infallible Oracles, is thu ſufft- 
cient to overthrow the Sentiment of the wyhole 
How Church, wvbich bold's Herſelfe fallible 
in aelivering the Doftrin She maintains ? No 
certainly, Much leſs , ſay I, can the Authority 
of one or 1Wo Fathers, only ſuppoſed(not proved) 
of a different opinion in judging the Roman Ca- 
tholick Church errable, availe one whit ro make 
it probable,that She is guilty of errour or liable to 
it,when contrary to Prote/tangs, both She and all 
the learned Dr's of one Faith with ber, boldly aſ- 
ſert She cannot erre. Hence I infer, that no Au- 
thority taken from this or that ancient Father , 
much leſs from this or that private man , can r4- 
tionally oppoſe the Church in ber juſt claims t0 
Infallibility, The 


The next Principle the D” and others uſe to 
rely on, is taken from General Councils appro- 
ved by the Church. How I beſcech you , or m1 
What manner? Did any Council ever yet ex- 
preſſly define , thas the Church can err Tou 
Wil ſay no, but theſe Councils contradict one 
another, and no infallible Oracle doth ſo. 1 he 
weakeſt Pretence and leaſt worth uf 
' aty. For dothnor Holy Scripture alſo ſce- 
mingly ſpeak contradictions in many Paſſages? 
You v1ll ſay, though they appear like Contra- 
ations, yet learned men have already cleared 
ſuch Antlogies, Beſides Scripture is God's 
Word, and all know that God cannot contraditt 
bimſelfe. Very right; this is mg Anſwer alſo. 
The learned of our Church have over and over 
Cleared all ſuch paſſages in Councils as appear 
to ſome short ſighted eyes contradictions . from 
all oppoſitzon , and Wwe more aſſuredly know , 
that the Roman Catholick church is Goa's own 
infallible Oracle, than any Seflary can shew by 
reaſon, that Scripture 15 the Word of God, or 
written by Divine Inſpiration. Pleaſe now 
ro compare Principles rogether. The Dy im- 
peaches this Church of errour , and takes his 
proofs from the ſeeming Contradiflions of 
Councils, A Catholick Adverſary no leſs 
learned thay be, ſolves all the Dy Obiefts. The 
Church , while theſe twa Combatants are hot at 
work, Hland's by, and poſirrvely declares , 
She marr delivered contrary Dettrin in any 


of 
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of ber Councils, Here is the Clear Ca- 
tholick Principle. Again this Principle 
che Dr makes his exceptions, which thouſands 

7 and thouſands as learned as be, judze tobe fee- 
3 ble, forceleſs, and long fince ruined Fallacies. 
The Yweſiton is now, and its worth the while 
10 drive it on further, becauſe it is moſt uſeful 
in all debates with Seflaries, The Que- 
ſtion I ſay is, Yvho 5hall judge in this Con- 
zeft between the Church and this Dr, wvith all 
hs exceptions ? Have 'yve means to know 

! pho ſpeaks truth in (0 vveighty a matter, and 
upon Wyhors the errour lies? To clear this 

| you 5hall ſe how indifferenly I proceed, 1 will 
' 45 yes, neitber ſuppoſe the Ghurch nor the Dr 
! blamable, butleave this to the juſt trial of ſome 
: Judge, let that Indge be named, and much is 
* done. The Church never cenſured by any 
3 Orthodox Chriitian, and defended by the moſt 
$ learned in the world, think's her own Autho- 
! rity Worth ſomething , and powerful enough to 
# bear up her cauſe againit 4 ſingle Dr, with all 
! ba-crew of Seflaries, but let that be yet diſ= 
gutable, whither Will che D” lead us for @ final 
Senzence un this yet debatable caſe > Hu he 
eny ancient Church, any conſcat of 
Fathers, any one word of Scripture , 
reccived Tradition, Whereby | gr; 

ces the Church errable in her Councils, Theſe 
are excellent Principles , but 1 abſolutely aſſert 
he his nons of them; not one Vyas ever yer 
Ke. Chohons produced 


produced by him, nor shall hereafter be brought 
zo light while the World flands , as 4s clearh 
made out buth in this, and my former Treati» 
ſes. ContraryWiſe , it 15 certain that the 
Church and all her learned Dottors plead 
ftrongly by every one of theſe Principles ove 
fore She ſtand's upon ſurer grounds than the Dy, 
woho as, I now ſaid, has none of them. The 
Dy may reply , Theſe very Scriptures and Fa: 
thers, the Church plead*s by for ber noterring, 
are only doubtful proofs, and therefore convin- 
ce nothing. 1 anſwer if theſe be doubtful, 
the Dr's Aſſertton , yvhile he ſaith They arc 
doubtful , is I am ſure no ſelfe - evident 
Truth, but (either wtterly falſe ) or at leaf fear- 


fell; doubtful, and therefore maſt be proved by | 


wyord. Leave us not nor, Mr Dr, in dark- 
neſs, give u4, 1 beſeech you, ſome light of that 
Principle , or ultimate proof , wwhereby it 
May appear , that you ſpeat truth, or fo much 
& Sence Vvben you tell w; All our proofs 
alledgedin behalfe of the Churches In. 
fallibility, are doubtfull and controver- 
red, Name the Church, the Fathers, or Coun- 
cils (Scripture you bave none ) that ſptak. 
you do. You ma) introduce Seblaries wyho 
ſay fo, but they come unarmed vwithout Scrip+ 
rure, Church-authortty, Fathers,or Tradition, 
end to theſe (men of yeſterday) , vve oppoſe 
#bouſands more pes on on” ks 17 


a flronger Principle , than b1s own prodf 


CMI 


- you neyer yet had, - Sball have hereafter 


Mr Dr, we proceed in every other particular 
Controverſy, and will shew you when you plea- 
ſe, ſo non-plus't, and ſoon arrven to an end of 
all diſcourſe for want of Prinaples, that the 
ulcinzate proofs of your Ailertions, whe- 
ther yuu defend Proteſtancy , or im- 


Pugn Catholick Religion, Shall at laſt be tend to 


ought to nothing but to your own bare, 
naked, and. unproved Aſlcrtions them- 


ſclves, Which fland zottering , unprincipled, other 
Now that you may ſe I ſpeak ſeriouſly, 1 chal- Occaſions 


lenge you once more, to diſcuſſe with. me this 
articular Yueftion — the Churches 
Infallibility , and if after all you have ſaid, 
or can ſay, I make not vvhat is here aſſerted , 
manifeſt, 1 wvill acknowledge my errour before 
the wybole vworld, The ground I fiand upoy 
is ſolid, and in & word thus, All Principles 
imaginable (plain Scripture excepted Vyhereof 
there 1s no danger) thought fit to carry on 4 
IP ocain our Churches Doftrin , wwill 
be at the very mo#, ( if they get ſo bigh ) du. 
bious only and uncertam, vſually polish't with 
Seftaries gloſſes , But it is evident , that un+ 
principled Gloſſes ſet upon doubtful Authormes, 
are too trivial and forceleſs to wyeaken or 10 
diſcountenance 4 long rr. Church in the 
jui# claim 5he laies 10 Infallibility, She by her 
Selte, « frong enough to vvithſland ſuch fee- 
ble Effort's, and more than theſe come ta , 


from 


from Seflaries, Nothmg therefore ever 
eared ts me more ſimple and ſensleſs, than 
the deſperate attempt of Noveiliſts, Vyho wwill, 
forſooth, reform a Church in ye of 
Faith, before they have ſo much as probabs 
lity of their own halfe we!ll-dove Reforma. 
tion; But thu, (though e xception enough ) wn; 
not all , there 1s yet more agaimit them, 
Obſerve wvell. Settaries are canfeſſedl falli- 
ble, and upon that account , may not onh 
ſpoil all they take in hand to mend, but mo 
rally ſpeaking , ſeem n—t_s zo do ſo, be- 
cauſe nothing in nature ( or what reaſonſþ 
dictates) nothing m Grace ( or what Goc 
hath revealed) nothing that Antiquity ever 
taught , can yeild them ſo much as the lea 
olimpſe of any Primciple , to reform tl 
Church by. O! this want of Principles ruin" to 
our D', ' Hence proceed's his intolerable $ ND 
fling, bis empry diſpirited, and faint #rain ok, 
Writing , all along as viſible tro & qudiciou}l 1 
Reader , as the paper is be ca#t's his eyes upon;lie 
CA along, lame and halting, yet hauty (thatY x1 
muſt belp out) and diſdainful. Hence #ſhng 
Theſe par-75, that Where be should prove , he falls uflp:d 
— Dyollery, and when he cannot anſwer, he euhetſh, 
*-dinthe TEViHes bis Adverſary, or quite leaves the diff} ain 
Treanſe culty, Hence finally it is, that bu great Deſig,jl, 
followins 51 Writing rung ag not only blaſted Ker 
but utterly broken , for either he intended buſh | 
own credys by Scribling, and that to my Fo ſes 
ng 


D oWledge is loft even among no ſmall number 
hi own Brethren ; or hoped to gain ſome 
yoſelytes from Carnolick Religion , to that 
oteſtancy he profeſſes , herein he is beguiled, 
d has Caught none, but chaſed away ſome 
) wg under his 2utoring , to ſeek Satisfaftion els 
mfbere, which at laft they found, by reading 
lli-fYpoſe very Cathoiick books he contemn's, And 
mh, Courteous Reader, you ſe bo unſuc- 
wo-Wbful men are that run on headlong in their 
be-Þſecled Wwayes, and write rum 5 of Reli- 
ſonfſlon Withous Principles, The Arguments 
;odcherto compendtouſly ſer down , and many 
rſpre, 1 have propoſed im my former Treanſes, 
d thought the D' would at leaft have nibled 
,0r taken nonice of ſome, but he was ſo wiſe 
to paſs by them, yer you muit beheve, or 
will grow angry, that he has anſxered my 
ks, or to uſe bis own phraſe , drawn off 
oufl the Spirit he could find in them. If 
Phancy pleaſe, let him play with it. 
nay Having ſaid thus much of the Dr's Omil- 
dns , or hg conflant waving What I have 
's Wiloed apainit him , We are now to lay forth 
Mele few of his Commiſſions , methinks , 
ainſt the rule of right Reaſon and common 
ality. And firit hu endleſs Drellery, and 
Fer foul Language dealt frankly among 
| bo CAdverſaries , after many fair Pro- 
raiſes to the Contrary , 1s unexcuſable. 
wo b 2 Had 


Had they been men of clouts ,- no mala 
tongue could have uſeds them Wyorſe, N 
how He court's them, One 1s like 
blindewan running a Tilt , aol 
more wary ſteal's quire behind the DI”. 
bouk, and begin's to confute it at. 
wrong end, One isthe knight ,an 
ſolving to encounter the Dragon, bi 
les on his armour, mounts his ſtead 
direQ's his lance intotheDragons me 
another is the +Squire following 
convenient diſtance who hid a Spi 
the Dragons tail , and without fear 
wit fall's unmercitully upon it,andit 
opinion, hath chop'r it into a thoul 
_ One, a young Sophilier, 
is Pamphlerand dapper piece, bid' 
be of good heart, for by letting flie ,; 
Squibs, aid crackers , he doubted 
but to put the Monſter into ſuch a 
as to make him fall upon himſclfe ; 
other full of phlegm, is to be dealt 
roughly in due time and place. ( 
ſer's forth a railing book , which 
perhaps be anſwered ar lcaſure, rhaſſ , 
Mr Dr loves not, to have to do 
madmen , no not'in their lucid lh 
vals, another glories in his puſiot ; 
with a ſhcet and halfof paper &c. F,, 
much for an Eſſay only, the following Ti, 
ſe 4s occaſion falls out, will afford more} 


theſe and tbe like piquant expreſ- 
wn; 70 uy be fore the Dether es, ll 
mm be ? Marry , be manfully vowes, and 
ouc hes i177 one Preface , He writes ſober- 
"fl, as becomes an Ingenuous Adver- 
y 3 that he is tar from throwin 
t into mens faces, thar Mages at 
b 2xpreſſion, is like throwing of vineger 
| hot: coals, that ſoon vaniſhes into 
WG Yoak. Soi muſt be in the Dr s ne» Dia- 
"oF. Though hecall's men, blinde, ſtupid, 
> Þd, and witlcſs, yer all is Moderate , gentle, 
wvell ordered Language, You bave 
e in another Preface, He will not, 
both, fo much as deſire God to rebuke 
m, No; he has learned from one, 
o when he was reviled, refviled not 
jin , not only to forbear from repro- 
ing, but toreturn good for evil, and 
pray for them ec. It. ſeem's be has 
ed bis leſſon wwell, vvhen to teer , taunt, 
ſeorn, to talk, of Knights and Squires , ts 
oduced by him, as 4 new Form of praying. 
enough of this levity and sbuttleneſs , the 
's bead 1s too full of ut, Add hereunto, 
vain, and intolerable boaſting, even wyhen 
1o'Y, moſt shamful ly baffled by bis Adverſaries, 
you may juſtly wonder. 1 will briefly 


el 
al 


a} 
, 
) 
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ca 
d it 
out 


10% 4 glance at one or two paſſages relating 19 
F4 P41j4% 

n i wohat concerns my ſelfe, you will find 
S he Treatiſe. 1. W. an excellent Divine, 
or, 


b 3 ſmartly 


fmartly and learnedly in his short but ner 
o *tilliog- Treatte , makes nſe of What the D" grant 
cet, , D 
22aint Dr Fiz Thar Catholicks are in a tn 
Scilling. way to Salvation, and Conſequent| 
ous having conformed to its direction 
Part,z, May be ſaved. "the Sophiſtry of t 
Page 24. ſaith M' DY , is fo palpable that 

wveakeſt eje may diſcern tt, for it ſup 

the true vvay to Salvation, to bea ve 


lafe and ſecure way, ' 7 anſwer, the Si a 
poſition 15 moit right , wvithout any Shad m 


of Sophiſtry , for the true Vvay , ( as truchY », 
lead's nune into errour, and upon that accomſ fo 
muſt be fate and ſecure, becauſe nothing} M 
found in 4 true Vvay , but truth and Sccyi th 
rity. Swerve not therefore from the true wi] th 
Which certainly lead's to Salvation, it is lf 70 
poſsible ro leave off the lafe and ſecure wi] of 
- P. 45. roit, O! but, ſaith our Dr, The doin 1 
all that is neccilary to Salvation, is off fit 
bare believing the necellary articles © ſa1 
Faith contained in the Creeds, but of ev: 
eying the will of God, which can 
be done by thoſe who wilfully adhere 
groſs and open violations off it. Hert 
Sophiſtry enough , and much Non-ſence be 
Speak out Dr,and tell us; whether theſe [u 
ſed groſs and open violations of God's W 
quite caſt Catholicks out of the true way 
Salvation , or yer permit them to Walk in 
Grant the- firit, you mercleſly throw them! 
4 damnable Condition, upon this yery 
# 


count that they are now thought by you out « & 
the rrue Way of Salvation, which yet your J - 
ment of Charity ( a3-you call it ) allowes 
chem, becauſe they ſ{ill retain the Eſſentials of 
ﬆ truc Faith , and live conformable ro 
them, Say. 2. ( and you muſt ſay it) that 
theſe Suproſed groſ and open violations. are con- 
iflent - 1th ther living tn the true eilcntial 
© way tO Salvation, thoſe who follow his Way 
are in ſpight of all oppoſition in (ate and 
molt {ccure way, becauſe, 4s 1 ſaid , the true 
rucf} way is ſafe and cannot damm any, that con- 
confi form their lives and aftions to it, Your erronr, 
ing Mr D', hes here , that you unwaridy flreth 
xc theſe Jappoſed violations 100 farr , and make 
e wil thems do What they cannot do; That is not only 
's il #0 ObſtruAa, bur alſo zocur off. the true way 
» wHl of Salvation from Catholicks,w hich 6 impoſſible, 
loi #n{e/s you deftroy your ownground and Suppo- 
s of fition with ir, in granting plainly ,they may be 
les | ſaved in their Religion. What 1 aſſert here & 
t off evident. Lay before you, M' DY,on the one (ide, 
nn} all choſe errours or attions you account groſs. 
ere} Worſhipping Images, Idolatry, praying 
ſerch to Saints, Tranſubſtantiation wi the reft, 
befullj and diflinguish well between theſe , and thoſe 
[up other you callche Eſſentials of Faith owned 
; WA nd believed by all Catholicks. The belief of theſe 
vay Eſſentials , and Irving Conformable to them can 
in} damn none, 4 you grant, Lak now , whether 
their worſhipping Images , their maintai- 


ning Tranſubſtantiation &c- put's them in 4 
damnabie 


damnable condition”, or openly hazard's their 
Salvation > Afﬀirm; and you hurry them, eo 
ipſo our of the true way, vuhich yet you , 
and your Bishop freely allow them to Vyalk in« 
Say contrary, that the Particular Tenents now 
mentioned, damn them not, your Iudgement 'of 
Charity, leaves them ſtill mn the true Vyay to 
Salvation wyhich cannot,if followed, but ſave 
them, unleſs you will have them faved 
and damned ar once, Saved; by the true 
way they follow , and damned alſo by 
reaſon of their particular Tenents, The 
diſcourſe I hold demon#trative,-and ſo I doall 
the reft, ſtrongly propoſed by, I, W. againſt your 
empty Way in anſwering bus Arguments. NoW 
one Vvord briefly t2oyour judgement of Cha- 
rity. You account this, Adverſary diſmgenuous 
becauſe, ſay you, he barely oppoſes a jud- 
gement of Charity concerning their 
Church, roa ludgement of reaſon con- 
cerning the nature of ations. A more 
ridiculous diftintlion never came from Do- 
flor, Firſt, Charity being an at? of the Will 
Judges not, but is ever regulated by 4 rationd 
prudent judgement , even m circumſtances, when 
by crrour ve are deceived , 5 if one charj- 
zably give an Almes to a ſeeming pooy man , 
vuho 4 a counterfeit, the Iudgement that re- 
gulates Charity, #s both prudent and rational, 
Ergo, vwhen you, $', Indge Catholicks in 4 
zrue va) to Salvation becauſe they ſtill retain 

the 


the Eſſentials of a true Church , your judge- 
ment is either prudent and rational, or your 
Charuty ceaſes to be real Charity, Again , 
j you prudently judge them in a damnablecon- 

tion by reaſon of their ſuppoſed Idolatry and 
other wilful errours, its no prudent Charity but 
madneſs, to allow them Salvation upon any 
other account What ever, Soith, f you 
judge 4 vicious abhominable Liver in all wic- 
keaneſs, lyable by bu l:wd Courſes to dam- 
nation, you cannot by any other prudent rational 
judement ( unleſs he repent ) yeild , that heis 
in the true way of Salvation. But Catbolicks, 
Say you, by reaſon of their groſs and p jo Vio- 
lations in not obeying the Will of God, «rs l1a. 
bleito damnation ( groſs and open Violations of 
Gqa*s will deſerve no better) , Therefore you 
cannot by any other prudent rational jud- 
gement grant, that they are in the true Way 
to Salvation. A plain Anſwer ro What 1 
Shall now demand will clear the Whole matter, 
Are Catholicks in the true Way of Salvation 
upon their retaining the Eſſentials of Faith 
and living Conformable to them 2 This your 
prudent and rational Charity al/owes chem, 
or it allowes nothing. CAgain, are they 
out of the true way to Salvation, or in 4 dam 
nable Condition, by reaſon of their wiljul errours 
and groſs violations of God's will Admit 
this alſo, and your prudent rational Chartty , 


quite blown up, vanishes into Smaak , becauſe 
neu 


30u put men in a State of Salvation who de- 
ſerve it not, Herein a wvord, Sr, 4 Di- 
lemma for y0u and all I'vvould ſay. If you , 
by your prudent rational Charity, judge Ca- 
tholicks may be ſaved, notwithſtanding theſe 
groſſer Violations now mentioned , you can- + 
not by that other judgement of reaſon Concer- 
ning the nature of ations, make them 
lyable 10 damnation. Contrarywiſe , if by this 
Tudgement of reaſon, you account them liable 
z0 damnation, you canner, by that other prudent 
rational judgement of Charity, place them 1n & 
State or in a Condition of Salvation. The 
mw hereof” 1s clear : Two quite Contrary 

pements | $I vuh the ſame breath, 
the one tending to damn men, the othey to ſave 
them, m the Same unvariable  Circumftances , 
cannot be true or reaſonable. The one there- 
fore muſt neceſſarily be 1a5h , imprudent , and 
unreaſonable, Thus much in effeft, your 
learned Adverſary. T. W. by the force of Ar- 
guing extort's from you , Though m fluad of 
reeurning thanks for his pains m laying down 
your errours, you uſe him more lite a ſlave and 
warlet , than an Ingenuous Adverſary , and 
tis, CM” DY, is your ordinary trick, When 
moſt Pinched, you are then moſt peevish and 
whe , With thoſe you deal vuith. Fie for 
Shame man , vVohat an uncrvil Apoſtrophe 
have you drrefled to, 1. W> Hark, Reader, 
how it thunder's, how he is ſent aVyay mw 


a Vengeance, Go thy way then for the 


eight Champion of Chriſtendom, cnioy par. r; 
the benefir of thy illuſtrious fame, fir Y: 7% 


down at caſe, and relate ro thy immortal 
honour, thy mighty exploits; only when 
thou haſt done, remember thou haſt en- 
countred nothing bur the wind-mills of 
= own imagination , and the man, 
whom thou though'ſt ro have executed 
by his own hands,ſtand's by and laugh's 
at thy ridiculous attempts, Sardonius 
rifus, much talk't of , is only grinning , or 6 
feignes laughter , laughon , if you likett , all 
will end in ſorrow at laſt, for believe it, M' TY, 
Viciſcentur te mores tui. 7 ſay no more, 
but only crave the Reader to tell me , whether 
theſe diſdainful expreſſions may paſs current for 
one of the Dr's deyout prayers, promiſed his 
Adverſaries? Much more I have 10 ſay in be- 
half of others, moſt notorionſly injured by this 
Adverſary. The learned and worthy DvElor. 
T. G. both abuſed and miſtaken, hath 4 share 
With the reſt, as Will be evidenced in this Trea- 
iſe, Chap. 4.1.20. But ſtay Reader , 1 
have all this while caſt an ee upon our Dr's 
writings, to ſe vybere Satisfaction is given, 


A. B. Vyho excellently vyell makes it out aud , ,, «4 
ſolid proves, hat he aſſerts, Vis. Thar Dr St: \ener Page. 
is 4 very Fanatick, as: right an Enuthuſiaftich 3. 94 4 


in Indgement and Beliefe, as any one all En- 
gland, yet afier a diligent ſearch have met with 


no anſwer to the Author of that pithy letter, 
Tieſe 


Theſe things and many more would time per- 

amt I should inſiſt upon . and muſt though it 
lengthen's the Preface 4 little , take nouce of 

one particular, the fouleft, and moſt groſs , 1 

ever read in any. You haveit in the DoFlors 

encra) General Preface , wyhere he bitterly in- 
Preface weigh's again# the Doeflrin of Artrition, 
2 * which the Church and all Catholicks hold, 
 _ * » though by ir ſelfe it juſtifies not, yer_in the 
Sce ry , Sacrament of Penance it diſpoſes aSinner to 
rent, Sefs Petrate and ohtain the Grace of God, | 
14,c 4 YVhether ut be a full ſufficient diſpoſition un 
| = 4 jromny the Sacrament to grace Without Contrition, is 
am in $a. 4nother Qeftion. Now comes the D and 
ramento demand'ss How do They ( the damned ) 
pot, want the Sacrament of Penance in 
Hell, for no doubt there is Attrition - 

good ſtore there, The Sacrament of 
Penance in Hell, Dr ! Attrition good 

ſtore in Hell ! 7 read theſe words with 
borrour , and ſtand aftonisb't at. this beight 

of ftupidity. Pray. S', 'yyho can abſolve in 

Hell > YVFhat Divels2 Or Wha are there 

Capable of Abſolution > Damned Souls ? 
Anſwer I beſeech you. Are ſuch Souls in 

9our opinion capable of Baptiſm, or of that you 

call the Lords Supper > You will ſay no. In 

like manner ſay 1 , and ſpeak With the whole 
Chriſtian world, they are as uncapable of the 
Sacrament of Penance, Sacraments, Good Sr , 

ſerve only for the living on their way to Eter- 

R nity , 


nity, and benefit none departed this life, O | 
but Attrition , whereof there is good flore in 
Hell, rroubles the D'. Here you have alſo the 
like 'groſs Ignorance , and therefore 1 anſwer 
in a word. If the DY call eternal horrour , 
everlaſting shame, and d:ſpair, Attrition , he 
may find = ftore indeed, but theſe miſeries 
inſeparably attending the damned, are 4s remo- 
ze from that Attrition which the Church and 
Catholicks maintain, as Hellis from Heaven. 
The Catholick attrition , as the Council now 
cited , declares, is Dei donum , the gift of 
God, ®rought in 4 Soul by the impulſe, and 
motion of rhe Holy Ghoſt, and though 
zt rend's upon 4 leſs perfef# Motive than Con- 
trition , yer 28 #5 4 Supernatural Operation. 
If you, Mr Dr, ſpeak not of this Attrinion , 
you fight wmith Shadowes, and touch not Carho- 
lick, Dofirin. 1 might in this place alſo how , 
how gn the D' is miſtaken in by quoting 
Gregory de Valentia, but I haften to my 
on affaires, and 5hall briefly tell you, how 
and in vyhat manner Iproceed wyuh this Ad- 
wvOrſary 

. The D' , you know , hath employed him- 
ſelf and time upon two ver) different Subiefts 
the one hard and Speculative, the other more 
eaſy, containing matters of Fafl , ſet forth 
with this Title, An Enquiry into the 
Miracles of the Church of Rome. 1n 
this firfl Pars I follow bim «« he goes along » 


«nd reply to his Ca'vils , not one 1 am ſure ( if 
any be worth notice, as few are) is omuted by 
me, T1 diſcover alſo his Shuffling, and 4s 
occaſion fall's out , mind him here and there 
of what he should prove, though he never doth 
it. 15hew moreover, thar the grand Princi- 
ple he relies on , called a Faculty of diſcer- 
ning , allowed every one 70 judge of the 
Scriptures Sence in the moſt neceſſary points 
concerning Salvation, is not only evidently 
unſound, but likewiſe highly injurious to God, 
and Truth , for by it he licences every Anan 
every CAnabaptift every Fanatick, , \and 
Oaker , who have as good diſcerning Fa- 
eulties as the D” can glory im, to uphold that 
Sence they draw from Scripture ,, and main- 
$ain it 4s true, though falſe and heretcal, 


and this , forſouth , is done, becauſe malice + 


will not brook God's own Oracle to teach , 
When we land moſt in need of Inſtruftion. 
After my grour.ds given for the Churches In- 
fallibiluy, 1 urge the Doctor to produce a 
Proof from any received Principle, whereby 
#& may but | yer apptar , that a Church 
dxce confeſſedly Orthodox and right in Faith , 
is errable , or ever erred, In that ſpe- 
culative Conteſt about Faith tranſcending 
the Certainty of CMotives , I evince, that 
not only the D' doth de fatto, but all others 
muſt ſubſcribe to the ruth 1 Propugn , and 
own 


wt =» D aw = 
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own it 44 an undiſputable Verity, Much 
more 1 have again? the Dottor, better 
known by & full peruſal of the Treatiſe , than 
by any Summary laid before the Reader in 4 
Short Preface, In caſe he will reton 8 
wich bim ( 'vyhat ere becomes of the re# ) 
not to paſs over my t1vyo laſt Chaprers, 
Where firſt , I largely inſiſt upon that he call's 
by rational Evidence of Chritian Religion, 
Which I shew every way defedtive , and beſs- 
des demonſirate , that the true Evidence. for 
Chriſtianity is not ( as the Dv would have it) 
either deſtroyed , or in the leaſt meaſure enda- 
maged by the Doflrin of Tranſubſtantia- 
tion, Jn the 10th and laſt Chapter, 1 
diſcover the Dr's t00 manifeſt errour in his 
unskilful charging 4 Vicious Circle ow us, 
While we reſolve our Catholick Faith, T1 
tell bim ( which he knowes not ) What a 
vicious Circle eſſentially implies , and demon- 
fratively clear the Church from all shadow 
and danger of a Circle, Mayit pleaſe the 
Dy to grve me Satisfaflion im theſe rwo main 
matters , now Specified , ( My exceptions 
agaimſt bim are plain) and alſo vouchſafe ,to 
ſolve another difficulty propoſed in this Trea- 
tiſe , oat Were Mok got buleft, 10 
bring all open Diſſenters in the fundamentals 
of Faith or Neceſſaries for Salvation , to one be- 

efe, that is, to underſtand the true genuin m 

0 


of God's word , without an Infallible Church, 
Cay it, I ſay pleaſe the Dr to do only that 
much, I will not only highly applaude his las 
boars, but freely quit him of blame, though 
he trifle never ſo much with mein bu Anſwers 
to the reſt of this Treatiſe, Now in Caſe be 
rate courage to reply ( whereof I doubt very 
much) it is hard to ſay What bumour he Wl 
be in, what Y1zor or Shape he may aſſume; 
Perchance he vill appear With his pageant*li 
piety, and renew bis promiſes of woriting fair 
ly, as becomes an Ingenuous Adverſary. Very? 
good, if he anſwer 4s fairly, and home, 1 am 
wvell content, It man be quite contrary ; bs! 
Will bear me down vuith bigg woords , and. 
call me Philoſophical fool, wvitleſs fellow» , bras! 
inleſs » Saucy, bold, and all that naught 15. No; 
matter, ſay 1 , if be anſwer's my obiettions , I 
can digeſt all. It may be , he will without 
much notice taken of my Arguments repeat all , 
or the moſt he has ſaid already (it is @ uſual 
erick of Seflanes ) and entitle that an Anſwetl 
80 this Treatiſe, if ſo; he will need no great Sox 
phiit to lay open the cheat. But What # 2 
zake Pet ? What if paſſion and ignorance drive 
him mto a humour of Contempt ? VFhat if 
he lay all thought of anſu ering afide , and $4 
tisfy ſome few of his own Gange by an ad 
Oerie, as be once did> Cannot a dull 
book come out with my name in the 
Tiilc, but 1 muſt be obliged to anſwer! 

+ 8 it © 


t> No, laſſute them, I knaw better 
ow to ſpend my time. Well, Caurgeous 
leader, if he run this way, Thave done, cnd 
no more but What all will vow , that the 
: oyletbe Dodtors lampe 1s well nigh, if not 
olly ſpent. Among the many wayes bere 
fly hinted at, time, Thope , may tell us bow 
he will behave bimſelfe, 1 expett by Anſwer. 
A word now if, you pleaſe, of what 1 shall 
bandle hereafter. Dr Sull : bath publizhed 
two ſpiteful ridiculous Treatiſes, juſily offenſive 
roevery Iudicious man , the one is by [imp 
charge of Idolatry Shamefully and'without jud- 
perment laid upon the Roman Catholick Church, 
thanks be to God he hath been ſoundly baffled 
or us: The other #5 his wild Enqury after 
Mirades vvronght im the ſame great Moral 
body of Chriſtians, and this 1 engage to anſwer, 
though indeed, the juggling , the palpable Se- 
phifiry, the manifeſt falſuies vyberewith that 
Pbole Diſcourſe is ſeaſoned , return you the 
beſt Anſwer , and plainly 1ell you The knqui- 
ry made by him , 55in @ wword wworth 
nothing, abating this one point , that it expo- 
the Author, 44 be deſerves, to publick con- 
tempt, Vat in Gods name , came nto tie 
Dr's bead, to wwrite as be hath done againſt 
all CAtiracles? Many Prote#ants, Iam ſure 
(#4 you thall ſee afierward) ingenuouſly ack- 
wovpledge true Miracles to have bean Wyrow2bt 
in the Roman Carbolick,Churc?, orvers of he 
e UV0rſer 


art; x, 
Page. 73, 


Wor ſer ſort, allow at leaft an appearance of & 5 
them. thouzh per haps dome by the help of Divels, & rt 
bur the D* ſermi's tn Several Paſſages tot to }} 4 
allo us ſo mich 4s the oneward Semblance of ® : 
4 « Altracle. a+ il all along gr 17 5 nt one of .phem, / 
true, Phat Shall ne ſar to thus man, FIT © 
he grant that the lewes bad trne Mitadles | b 

/ 
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hm 


an ory them, and deny thie like Gract and ['1i- 
Viledge to the Chriſtian Church? Fl he 
alli» the gift of werking Miracles torwokgrems ff ” 
Prophets, knoch and Elias at thee appea- ſ 
'+1ng 4yzulh, When he Charch will be neer an & 
end. and take from hey all Sians , all true Mi-& ” 
Tacfes, during the "vaſt ſpate of time between the Y 4 
Apetles, andite latter dayes of theſe two} " 
Prophets? Y& be ſay ( and be muſt ſay ſ 
ir ) when Antichriſt comes, that , that falſe} © 
Prophet will dv firanpe wonders; yea appea- ji 
rance Freat Mirdtles , chough all rotten and} 
full of guite ; and shall Chrift's own Spouſe | ") 
the true Chriſtian Church be jo abaſed , jovile-N 1* 
ls rhorght of, by one that profeſſes Chriſtianity, 7: 
43 Hitter ro have wrought by God's ſpectal G 
fat bur ſy much as bne true Miracley never wi 4 
have Shewed dry other vuonder but vuhuy Y 
Div have done, and Antichriſt will E 
do by lis chasm's , vvhen ht tomes to delude 
the Vyorla> Gentle Reader , theſe things art 
botrid,and betrrer befic a Profitient in Atheiſm, 
than the that brar's the name of 4 Chriſſtan. 
Bat mote of "this is the Thcatiſe, moo 
Sha 


[4 
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shall diſcover theDr's intul:rable fraudes which 
rm through his yybole Diſcourſe, and show 
alſo , vhat Catholicks underſtand by Church 
Miracles wherein the Dr grofly err's , for he 
thinks every uncertain Story , related by this 


4 or that 160 credulous Autbor ( often cenſured 


by the Chih ) paſſes amongst us for 4 Church 
Mirccle. Toere 15 no ſuch matter, the Miracles 
ve (hiefly rely on and defend, are rigidly exa= 
mened, acteſted by oath, and made every way 
ſo morally certain before they gain _ 
1197 , that no man in prudence can Call them 
ito doubt, Thoſe other , related by private 
Aut"ors , are either probable , dubious , or 
manitc(tly falſe, If all Circumſtances Con- 
ſedered they appear probable , vye own gvem 
as ſuch , and go no further : If Cubicus; vve 
ſu/pend our jud2ements and leave them in that 
uncertain Condition: If falſe, (vbich is edfte 
ly known upm Examination ) vve utterly re- 
ject them, The rejt that belongs to this weigh 
ty matter Concerning Miracles you Shall bave, 
God willing, bereafter , part wubereof 1s 
added to this Treatiſe. The remainder, I bope, 
pull follow , Lefore many Months com to an 
End. 


Farcwel, Courteous 
READER, 
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